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Abstract

The media plays an important role in during the periods of wars and conflicts. The media
ensures public knowledge of the events by carrying the messages to the masses in these
periods. The contents of media messages usually cause the public to develop certain views
and feeings about the war and the conflict. The long-term and still ongoing conflict between
Israel and Palestine today are still among the most long-lasting conflicts. Events and
representations regarding this conflict are also reflected in the contents of various media. The
mentioned conflict has became subject to a remarkable number of academic studies. This
paper examines academic studies covering Israeli-Palestine conflict through its reflections on
various media. Within this context, a total number of 50 academic studies were analyzed. Of
these studies, 25 were about newspapers, 16 were about television, 6 were about both
television and newspapers, 2 were about movies and 1 was about magazines. The contents of
these studies were examined in terms of the most focused issues, types of mass media,

ideological and their emerging results.
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Introduction

The media plays an important role in during the periods of wars and conflicts. The media
ensures public knowledge of the events by carrying the messages to the masses in these
periods. Especially, the importance of the media further increases in long term conflict.
Because, it is important to have information about their condition both inside the public as
well as world public opinion. The media are important as a place the attack on the grounds

that the production and victimization shown for the parties to the conflict.

The long term and still ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine today are still among
the most long-lasting conflicts. With a long historical background, conflict between Israel and
Palestine still continues today. This conflict dates back to the ancient history of the Middle
East (Armaoglu, 1994).Conflicts between Israel and Palestine have further increased as from
early 20" century. Conflicts have ever been present in the region especially after 1948, the
foundation year of Israel. Conflicts between the two societies can mainly be grouped as the
war of 1948, the war of 1967, First Intifada, Second Intifada and Gaze wars (Suer and
Atmaca, 2006).

Methodology

This study was conducted on the basis of general survey model. Researches in general survey
model are for describing the situation as it is as regards the subject matter handled(Karasar,
2010: 79). In this study, general survey model was used since it was tried to reveal out the
present situation through a general assessment of academic studies dealing with how the
conflicts between Israel and Palestine were reflected in the media.

50 academic studies in total could be reached within the scope of this study. Classification of
academic studies dealing with reflection of conflicts between Israel and Palestine in the
media was again provided through such academic studies handled. According to this, studies
were collected under 6 event titles such as “First Intifada, Second Intifada, First and Second
Intifada, Gaze Attacks, 11 September attacks and Nakba.” 50 academic studies handled in
this research were analysed on the basis of aspects with respect to event and period, media
type, country media, distribution of studies by newspapers and televisions and the type of

publication. Further the results emerged as a result of these studies were mentioned generally.
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The studies subject to analysis were reached from the Library of Anadolu University as
printed and e-sources.

Results
Table 1. Distribution of Studies by Subjects

Subjects Number
First Intifada 14
Second Intifada 21
First and Second Intifada 3
Gaze Attacks 6
11 September Attacks 4
Nakba 2
Total 50

Distribution of studies dealing with reflection of conflicts between Israel and Palestine by
subjects in media was presented in Table 1. According to this; 14 out of 50 academic studies
reached consist of First Intifada, 21 of such consist of studies dealing with aspect of reflection
to media of Second Intifada, 3 of such consist of First and Second Intifada, 6 of such consist
of Gaze Attacks, 4 of such consist of 11 September Attacks and finally 2 of such academic
studies consist of Nakba.

Table 2. Distribution of Studies by Publication Type

Publication Type Number
Books 8
Chapters in the boks 13
Articles 28
Phd thesis. 1
Total 50

Distribution of studies dealing with reflection of conflicts between Israel and Palestine by

publication type in media was presented in Table 2. According to this; 8 out of 50 academic
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studies reached consist of books, 13 of such consist of chapters in the books, 28 of such
consist of articles and 1 of such consist of Phd thesis.

Table 3. Distribution of Studies by Media Type

Media Type Number
Newspaper 25
Television 16
Both Newspaper and television 6
Magazine 1
Films 2
Total 50

Distribution of studies dealing with reflection of conflicts between Israel and Palestine by
media type in media was presented in Table 3. According to this; 25 out of 50 academic
studies reached consist of newspaper, 16 of such consist of television, 6 of such consist of
both newspaper and television, 1 of such consist of magazine and 2 of such consist of films.

Table 4.Distribution of Studies by Country media
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Distribution of studies dealing with reflection of conflicts between Israel and Palestine by
country media in media was presented in Table 4. According to this; the majority of the
academic studies reached 50 consist of USA and Israel media. There also studies about

British, Dutch and Palestine media.

First Intifada

There are 14 academic studies analysing reflection of First Intifada to the media. 3, 5, and 6
of these studies are books; chapters in the books and articles respectively. Newspapers are
handled in 7 studies and televisions are handled in other 7 of the studies. As to the
distribution of studies by country media, there are 5 studies on the media of USA, 8 studies
on the media of Israel and 1 study on the media of USA, Israel, England and Germany. While
the newspapers which were taken as sample in the academic studies on the reflection of First
Intifada in the media and which were mostly reviewed were Yediot Ahronot and Ha aretz
from Israel media, such were The Washington Post and The New York Times newspapers
from American Media. Still the televisions analysed as regards this period were Mabat and

Chadashot televisions from Israel media.

According to the results reached by the studies; Israeli media’s attitude towards the First
Intifada was in a way to ‘’trivialize, delegitimize the intifada and define it such as events that
took place with the support of foreign powers.’” Isracl media pursued a policy not to mention
much about the events and Palestinians in their news (First, 1998). Besides, the press of Israel
became an area where dominant ideology was reproduced thereby declaring mobilization in
crisis periods and leaving aside policies of journalism to enlighten the public. Newspapers
and televisions deemed the events of intifada in terms of national interests (Wolfsfeld, 1997).
Attitude of American press towards the events in the First Intifada; unlike the relatios of
America and Israeli, news about intifada had a wide coverage in American media (Liebes,
1992). The attitude of American press in the First Intifada had a significant role on taking the
attention of world opinion towards the claims of Palestinians (Wolfsfeld, 1997).

The role of media in the First Intifada: Generally speaking Palestine found place in world
opinion thanks to the First Intifada. The world had an opportunity to see the situation and
lives of Palestinians. As for Israel, it was stuck in a difficult situation in front of world

opinion.
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Second Intifada

There are 21 academic studies analysing reflection of Second Intifada to the media. 4, 4, 12
and 1 of these studies are books, chapters in the books, articles and phd thesis respectively.
Newspapers are handled in 11 studies, televisions are handled in 4 of the studies and both
newspaper and televisions are handled in 6 of the studies. As to the distribution of studies by
country media, there are 7 studies on the media of USA, 6 studies on the media of Israel and
3 studies on the media of England.Also, there are 1 studies on the media of Arabic, 2 studies
on the media of USA, lIsrael, 1 study on the media of Israel, Palestine and 1 study on the
media of USA, England, Israel, Palestine.While the newspapers which were taken as sample
in the academic studies on the reflection of Second Intifada in the media and which were
mostly reviewed were YediotAhronot, Ma’ariv, Ha'aretz, TheJerusalemPost,
TheNewYorkTimes, The Guardian, The Observer and The Independent. Still the televisions
analysed as regards this period were NBC TV, BBC, ITV and Aljazeera.According to the
results reached by the reviewed study; attitude of the media in Israel towards Second Intifada
was generally to move ahead in accordance with mobilization which is as usual in every
conflict period. Israeli media in these periods reproduces the differences between Israel and
Palestine. Reflecting that the struggle of Israel to be against terrorism, Israeli press has a
tendency to associate Palestinians with terrorism (Korn, 2004a; Korn, 2005; Rinnawi, 2007).
Furthermore, the editors in Israeli press in these conflict periods prepared the news in
accordance with broadcasting policies and national interests but not in company with the
information reported by pressmen (Dor, 2004). As to the attitude of American press to the
events in the Second Intifada was from the perspective of Israel. Associating Palestinians
with terrorism, American press present the attack of Israel against Palestinians as a struggle
against terrorism (Friel and Falk, 2007; ismail, 2008; Elmasry, 2009). As to Arabic media

(Aljazeera), pursued a news policy in favour of Palestine (Zayani, 2005).

Unlike the First Intifada, America and Israel pursued a joint news policy as regards the
intifada in the Second Intifada. American and Israeli media saw the events from the
perspective of Israel, they had an inclination to condemn the deaths caused by Palestinians
and they presented Palestinians as cruel and offensive while legitimizing the deaths caused by
Israel, justifying such deaths and presenting Israeli people as sufferers. As for American
press, they present the attack of Israel against Palestine as a struggle against terrorism thereby

associating Palestinians with terrorism.
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First and Second Intifada

There are 3 academic studies analysing reflection of First and Second Intifada together to the
media. All of these studies are articles and newspapers are handled in this studies. As to the
distribution of studies by country media, there are 2 studies on the media of Dutch and 1
study on the media of USA, Israeli. According to the results obtained from the studies; while
the image of Palestine in the First Intifada was favourable and the image of Israel was
unfavourable according to the results reached by Deprez and Raeymaeckers (2010; 2011)
who analysed the presentation of First and Second Intifada in Flemish newspapers in two
separate studies, completely contrary results were obtained in the Second Intifada; the image
of Israel become favourable and the image of Palestine became unfavourable. As for Matt
Viser (2003), he concluded that the media of both countries pursued a broadcasting policy in
favour of Israel during the First and Second Intifada in his study on American and Israeli

press.

Gaze Attacks

There are 6 academic studies analysing reflection of Gaze attacks to the media. 1 and 5 of
these studies are books and articles respectively. Newspapers are handled in 2 studies and
televisions are handled in other 4 of the studies. As to the distribution of studies by Gaze
attacks, there are studies about the media of USA, Israel, England and Arabic. While the
newspapers which were taken as sample in the academic studies on the reflection of Gaze
attacks in the media and which were mostly reviewed were The Jerusalem Post, The New
York Times and Washington Post.Still the televisions analysed as regards this period were
BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya. According to the results reached by the
studies reviewed; the studies conducted include American, Israeli, British and Arabic media.
It was concluded that Arabic media (Aljazeera and AlArabiya) pursued a news policy in
favour of Palestine (Elmasry et al., 2013) whereas the British media pursued a broadcasting
policy in favour of Israel (Thomas, 2011).

11 September Attacks

There are 4 academic studies analysing reflection of after 11 September attacks to the media.
2 and 2 of these studies are chapters in the books and articles respectively. Newspapers are
handled in 2 studies, televisions are handled in 2 of the studies and magazine is handled in 1

studies. As to the distribution of studies by after 11 September attacks, there are studies about
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the media of USA. The study on magazine is about Time magazine. While the newspapers
and magazine which were taken as sample in the academic studies on the reflection of after
11 September attacks in the media and which were mostly reviewed were The New York
Times and Time magazine.Studies on the representation of Arabs and Palestinians in
particular, in the media were conducted especially after 11 September attacks. Perspective of
American media on the conflict between Israel and Palestine is not independent of Middle
East policy of America. Therefore, American press indicates Palestinians as aggressive,

terrorist, bad man and Israeli people as sufferers (Ross, 2003a; 2003b).

Nakba

There are 2 academic studies analysing reflection of Nakba to the media. This studies are
about films. Both studies aimed to determine how the Nakba represented in cinema
(Bresheeth, 2007; Yaqub, 2013).

Conclusion

It was carried out in this study, a general assessment of academic studies dealing with the
reflection in the media of the conflict between Israel and Palestine on the basis of survey
model. To this end, assessment of 50 academic studies reached were made in several
categories. According to the results of the study; most of the studies were conducted about
the First (14) and Second Intifada (21). As regards the type of publication, chapters in the
book (13) and articles (28) are at the forefront. As for the type of media; newspapers (25) and
televisions (16) were focused on. As to the distribution of studies by the media of country, the
media of USA (18) and the media of Israel (16) comprise the most of the studies.

Another reason obtained from the studies is that while the Palestinians were reflected as
sufferer and right and Israeli people as offensive and unfair in the First Intifada in the
reflection of conflicts between Israel and Palestine in the media; Palestinians were reflected
as terrorists or as those who are associated with terrorism and the Israeli people were
reflected as sufferer and as those who have a struggle with terrorism in all other conflict
periods. Besides, Israeli press has an inclination to make news of the events in accordance
with national interests beyond reality thereby declaring mobilization in the periods of

conflict. As to the press in USA, it maintained its news policy coordinated with the policy of
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country. All in all, it can be said that media is affected by several events in the periods of war
and conflict while reporting the incidents to the public.
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